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• 264 years between James Lancaster’s discovery that 
lemon juice prevented scurvy and the British Navy’s 
decision to ensure an adequate supply of citrus fruits on 
navy ships.¹

• 30–40% percent of patients in the United States and 
Europe fail to receive cost-effective interventions 
justified by the best-available scientific evidence.²

• 20–25% patients get care that is not needed or 
potentially harmful.³

• Typical practice change from Research activities is only 
about 8-15%.⁴
¹, ² WHO: World Report on Knowledge For Better Health. Geneva: WHO 2004.

³ Schuster, M.A., McGlynn, E.A., & Brook, R.H. (1998). How Good Is the Quality of Health Care in the 

Know-Do Gap



Bridging the ‘know-do gap’ 58th World Health Assembly 2005 

• to establish or strengthen mechanisms to transfer 

knowledge in support of evidence-based public 

health and health-care delivery systems, and 

evidence-based health-related policies; 

Resolution WHA58.34 urges Member States: 

• to assist in the development of more effective 

mechanisms to bridge the divide between ways in 

which knowledge is generated and ways in which it 

is used, including the transformation of health-

research findings into policy and practice;

Resolution WHA58.34 urges the DG: 
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• promotes the systematic use of research evidence in policy-
making to improve health systems through a networked 
structure.

• increases evidence-informed policy-making (EIPM) capacity 
and leadership at country level to strengthen crisis resilience 
and emergency preparedness.

• institutionalizes knowledge translation through multisectoral 
research advisory bodies called knowledge translation 
platforms.

• operational in four WHO regions and more than 50 countries.

EVIPNet – Evidence-informed Policy Network



2. Trust and confidence in Science:
Promote the integrity and excellence of E2P mechanisms, and 
effectively communicate demand-driven, timely, and 
actionable evidence adapted to the local context, while 
applying participatory approaches

High-quality, context-sensitive evidence 
routinely informs health decision-making 
for country impact

4. Cross-evidence ecosystem partnerships:
Provide a platform for cross-sectoral dialogue and thought 
leadership, collaboration, learning and innovation at global and 
country levels

1. Country capacity and smart governance for impact:
Reinforce and institutionalize country capacity to 
systematically and transparently use research evidence in 
policy and practice, incl anticipating future health needs

3. Synergies between global and local levels:
Foster the nexus between global public good production 
and local evidence support systems to produce, share and 
use evidence, including ‘living’ evidence and digitalization  

Main Objective:



Scaling-up of EVIPNet across the 3 levels

National: Individual country teams 

are the fundamental units of 

EVIPNet that drive the R2P work.

Regional: At the regional level, 

EVIPNet supports countries with 

capacity building, and fosters the 

routine exchange of experiences 

and emerging practices among 

country teams.

Global: EVIPNet’s Secretariat within 

WHO Geneva provides global 

leadership, contributes to 

coordinating efforts, develops 

norms & standards, provides 

technical assistance and additional 

networking supports to countries 

and regions. 

EVIPNet 
Americas

Country 

teams



EVIPNet capacity building in knowledge 
translation: 4 key approaches 

Source: https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/conceptual-background-and-case-studies-introduction-to-evipnet-europe
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Institutionalization 



Evidence syntheses Engagement/deliberation

Ecosystem assessment

&strengthening

Guideline adaption&

adoption

Elevating excellence through tools and standards



Multi-country track 

EVIPNet multicountry meetings: Bringing 
together EVIPNet member countries to 
strengthen capacity in evidence-
informed policy-making, enhance 
network-wide communication, exchange 
experience and lessons learned

Capacity building 



Country-specific track

EVIPNet country-specific 
activities: National training 
workshops to enhance specific 
knowledge translation skills of 
key stakeholders 

Capacity building 



Unlocking evidence



Unlocking evidence
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Recognize that evidence use is 

inherently political 



In summary

1. What are the key strategies for strengthening national 
capacities for effective evidence use?

2. How can EVIPNet adapt to emerging challenges and build 
resilient evidence systems?

3. What role does stakeholder engagement play in sustaining 
evidence-informed policies?



Thank you!
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